ROWLANDS CASTLE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of the Leisure and Open Spaces Committee (Open Spaces) held on
Monday 3 August 2009 at 8.15 pm in St John’s Church Hall,

 Redhill Road, Rowlands Castle
These Minutes are subject to confirmation by this Committee at its next meeting

PRESENT
Cllr Mrs F Davies (Chairman)
Cllr G Worthington
Cllr Mrs E Byrom




Minutes taken by Claire Locke, Admin Assistant to the Council
1. TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received from Cllr D Harvey, Roger Armstrong and Brian Hutt.
2. TO CONFIRM THE MINUTES OF THE LEISURE & OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE (OPEN SPACES) HELD ON 18 MAY 2009
The Minutes of the Leisure & Open Spaces Committee (Open Spaces) meeting held on 18 May 2009 were confirmed as an accurate and true record of the meeting and duly signed by the Chairman of the Committee Cllr Mrs F Davies. 
3. TO DISCUSS MATTERS ARISING FROM THESE MINUTES 
Page 1, 3.1.3.2 (5) (11) (1) & (2) - The Admin Assistant advised that the first round of weed spraying has now been undertaken by HCC however if anyone is aware of any areas missed then they should advise the Parish Office. Cllr Mrs F Davies advised that Finchdean seems to have been missed completely. 
Action: The Admin Assistant to contact HCC concerning Finchdean.
Page 2, 3. 8.13 (4) – The Admin Assistant advised that the issue of litter picking had not been taken any further with the RCA but referred to Item 7 below. 
Page 3, 4 (1) – The Admin Assistant confirmed that a further meeting had taken place between Charlotte Smith and Cllr Mrs Davies and further details would be provided at Item 4 below.
Page 3, 4 (2) – The Admin Assistant confirmed that the issue of funding for the Chapel had been discussed at the Finance Committee on 15 June 2009.

Page 3, 4 (3) & (4) – The Admin Assistant referred to an email received from Mott Gifford on behalf of HCC concerning proposed changes to the road signs along Finchdean Road and within Finchdean.

Page 4, 5 (1) – The reinstatement of the fence around Rowlands Copse is still being considered.

Action: Cllr Mrs F Davies to continue to consider the reinstatement of the fence.
Page 4, 5 (2) – The Admin Assistant confirmed that the path around Rowlands Copse had been cleared.

Page 4, 6 (1) – The Admin Assistant advised of a meeting held in the Parish Office with Sylvia Seeliger of HCC concerning the status of Wellsworth Lane and route across the adjoining fields. Cllr G Worthington confirmed that this is a complicated issue that requires detailed investigation by HCC as to the history and it had been felt appropriate that the Parish Council should support HCC’s view.

Page 4, 6 (2) & (3) – The Admin Assistant confirmed that Roger Armstrong has recently reported that the footpath behind the George PH and Footpath 15 are clear enough for walkers.

Page 4 6 (4) – The Admin Assistant confirmed that Footpath 16 had been inspected by Cllr D Harvey and that the Parish Council had recently arranged for the foliage alongside the path to be cut back.

Page 5, 8 – The Admin Assistant confirmed that Cllr D Harvey had dealt with this matter in Cllr Mrs Davies absence and the bed is going to be located near to the Dearleep Wall. The initial quote had come in higher than expected and therefore Cllr G Worthington suggested that the issue should be discussed at the next meeting of the Finance Committee. Cllr Mrs Davies confirmed that the bed needs to be prepared this year ready for planting next spring.
Action: Admin Assistant to ask the Clerk to place this item on the Agenda for the Finance Committee on 21 September 2009.

Page 5, 9 (1) – The Admin Assistant confirmed that Cllr Mrs Murray had been unable to attend the EHDAPC meeting on 10 June due to a prior commitment.
Page 5, 9 (2) – The Admin Assistant confirmed that Cllrs D Harvey and G Worthington had attended the SDNP meeting on 13 July 2009 and that the next meeting is arranged for 9 September 2009 at Liss Village Hall. It was agreed that Cllrs Mrs F Davies, E Williams and Mrs E Byrom should attend.

Action: Cllrs Mrs F Davies, E Williams and Mrs E Byrom to attend the meeting on 9 September 2009.

Page 5, 9 (3) – The Admin Assistant referred to Item 6 below but advised that the Tree Report had not been received and this item will need to be deferred.

Action: Admin Assistant to circulate the report when available and arrange for it to be placed on the next appropriate agenda for discussion.
Page 5, 9 (4) & (5) – The Admin Assistant apologised that she had not passed on details concerning street lighting to Cllr E Williams and therefore the matter had not yet been discussed by Full Council.

Action: Admin Assistant to deal with this outstanding issue.
Page 5, 9 (6) – The Admin Assistant confirmed that she had requested that the work be undertaken on the bollards beside the Parish Hall.
4. TO UPDATE AND DISCUSS ISSUES CONCERNING FINCHDEAN

An update concerning the Finchdean initiative was provided confirming that HCC have requested a quote from three prospective contractors and these are due for return by 14 August 2009. Cllrs G Worthington and Mrs F Davies had recently attended a meeting with a local resident as a result of which Cllr G Worthington had provided a summary of suggested adjustments a copy of which had been circulated to all Councillors in advance of this meeting. The Admin Assistant questioned whether these would affect the tendering process but both Cllrs G Worthington and Mrs F Davies confirmed that this would not be affected. Cllr G Worthington proposed that the issues raised in his list should be passed on to Charlotte Smith at HCC which was AGREED. It was also confirmed that the commemorative plaque will be mounted on the wall not a post. Cllr G Worthington sought clarification regarding the proposed site for the new Parish Council notice board as he was concerned that there is a window and door in the gable end of the Blacksmith’s building. Cllr Mrs F Davies confirmed that these are never used and therefore the notice board could be fitted in front of either or on to the door. The Admin Assistant expressed concern that this could block access/exit points. Cllr Mrs F Davies pointed out that the building is owned by EHDC and confirmed that she will speak to the Blacksmith to seek his views.
The Admin Assistant advised that there were still problems with the grass cutting on The Green as it appears that EHDC’s contractors do not always stick to their schedule provided to the Clerk. This means that on occasions the Parish Council’s contractors have arrived to cut the grass to find that is has just been done. Cllr G Worthington questioned whether this involves the Parish Council in additional cost which the Admin Assistant was unable to confirm. Cllr G Worthington suggested that the Parish Council’s contractor should be called in if it was noticed that the grass needed cutting and Cllr Mrs F Davies agreed to monitor the situation.
Cllr Mrs F Davies referred to the factory site in Finchdean and in particular the mess out the front which needs clearing although it does not constitute a nuisance to the highway. She also felt that foliage outside Finchdean Farm is blocking the footway and needed cutting back.
Action 1: Admin Assistant to write to Charlotte Smith advising her of the contents of Cllr G Worthington’s summary and ask for theses changes to be incorporated.
Action 2: Cllr Mrs F Davies to monitor the grass cutting.

Action 3: Admin Assistant to write to the owner of the factory site asking them to clear up the front of the building.

Action 4: Admin Assistant to write to the owner of Finchdean Farm asking for the overhanging foliage to be cut back.
5. TO DISCUSS ISSUES CONCERNING FOOTPATHS AND RIGHTS OF WAY WITHIN THE PARISH

The Admin Assistant referred to an email received from Roger Armstrong (ROW Warden) referring to the proposed development at Redhill Road and proposing that if this is allowed, the Parish Council should see whether it is possible to establish a ROW from the houses to the nearby bridleway. Cllr G Worthington pointed out that he thought there was provision for this already.
6.  TO DISCUSS THE TREE REPORT UNDERTAKEN BY HERITAGE LANDSCAPES UK LTD

As indicated above, the report had not arrived in time for tonight’s meeting.

7.  TO DISCUSS THE QUOTATION RECEIEVD FOR THE BI-ANNUAL LITTER PICKING INITIATIVE

The Admin Assistant referred to a quote received from Heritage Landscapes UK Ltd (a copy of which had been circulated in advance of the meeting) and confirmed that the Clerk had also asked a second company to provide a price but that had not yet arrived. Cllr Mrs Byrom referred to the WI’s litter picking initiative last year and asked whether this could be repeated on an annual basis. Cllr Mrs F Davies expressed concern that only the Pound and Finchdean have been included and not the rest of the hamlet but the Admin Assistant pointed out that the areas to be included within the quote had previously been discussed and agreed by Full Council. Cllr G Worthington felt that the quote was too high and a further quote must be sought. Concern was expressed that litter picking is the responsibility of EHDC and the Admin Assistant referred to a “litter grading” card received from EHDC (previously circulated) and understood that they would take action if Grade C was reached. Cllr Mrs F Davies felt that EHDC should be undertaking litter picking more effectively and that they should be contacted concerning this.
Action 1: Clerk to pursue a second quotation for a bi-annual litter picking initiative.
Action 2: Admin Assistant to write to EHDC expressing concern that the whole of the Parish is not being covered to the expected benchmark and ask them to review this service.
8. CLERK’S REPORT
a) The Admin Assistant referred to damage recently caused to the brickwork around the King’s Stone and the kind offer from the Historical Society to contribute towards the cost of repair. She confirmed that the Clerk had been in contact with the original contractors and was waiting for them to come back with an estimate.

b) The Admin Assistant referred to an email (previously circulated) received from Daryl Phillips at EHDC enquiring whether the Parish Council were aware of any sites that may be suitable to provide for the needs of gypsies. No suggestions were forthcoming.
Action 1: Clerk to continue to deal with the necessary repairs to the King’s Stone.

Action 2: Admin Assistant to send a suitable reply to Daryl Phillips.
10.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING – 7 December 2009
The meeting closed at 9.00 pm. 
During the course of the meeting there was 1 member of the public and 0 members of the Press present.
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